
Geography Bridging Project: 
Preparing you for A Level Geography 

What is a Bridging Project? 
To better prepare you for the demands of A Level geography and to start as you mean to go on, the 
bridging project allows you to begin developing your skills ready to hit the ground running when you 
start the A Level course in September. The project will be ongoing but the work completed before 
starting the course will be used in the early lessons, therefore it is vital that you complete it well; as 
you begin your first steps into A Level Geography.  
 

Geography Bridging Project – Part 1: Getting to know the course?  
Your A-level geography summer work is designed to introduce you to some of the key concepts 
that you will be studying over the next two years. 
 
In A level geography you will be assessed through 2 external exams which will happen at the end of 
year 13 and one 4000 word written assessment. 
 
The topics that you will be studying during the two years are outlined in the table below; as well as 
how they are assessed. 
 

Physical Geography Exam 
2hrs 30 mins 
3 Sections 
120 marks 
 

Human Geography exam 
2hrs 30 mins 
3 Sections 
120 marks 
 

Water and Carbon Cycle 
4 mark Q x 1 
6 mark Q x 2 
20 mark Q x1 
(Total 36) 

Global systems and governance 
4 mark Q x 1 
6 mark Q x 2 
20 mark Q x1 
(Total 36) 

Coastal systems 
4 mark Q x 1 
6 mark Q x 2 
20 mark Q x1 
(Total 36) 

Changing Places 
4 mark Q x 1 
6 mark Q x 2 
20 mark Q x1 
(Total 36) 

Hazards 
4 mark Q x 1 
6 mark Q X 1 
9 Mark Q x2 
20 mark x1 
Total 48 

Contemporary urban environments 
4 mark Q x 1 
6 mark Q X 1 
9 Mark Q x2 
20 mark x1 
Total 48 

 
You are required to begin collecting information about these topics throughout the coming months 
and over the summer. Begin by finding out more about the topics themselves by searching for the 
specification from the AQA website and look at how they relate to what is going on around the 
world. Begin to make links between the different topics studied, which together, tells the story 
of our world holistically – that everything is intimately interconnected. 
 
AQA website: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037 
 
At A Level, it is extremely important to develop independent learning skills and also have a bank of 
knowledge that you are able to draw upon; linked to the topics we cover which are contemporary 
and up to date (not just from the text books).  
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The best way to carry out this research and collect this information would be in the form of a scrap 
book or journal. It can be compiled electronically (using Word not PowerPoint) or by hand. It will 
need to include newspaper articles, photographs, quotes, magazine articles, maps, theories, charts 
and most importantly your own thoughts on the issues you have included.  
 

To further support you in your research use websites such as:  
https://www.rgs.org/ - Royal Geographical Society  
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/ - Time for Geography – a range of video resources 
http://geographical.co.uk/ - Geographical – up to date news from around the world 
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Geography - The Independent 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/environment - The Guardian (Environment) 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development - The Guardian (Global Development) 
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/geography - New York Times 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/geography/ - Science Daily 
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/ - National Geographic 
 

Geography Bridging Project – Part 2: Thinking like an A Level Geographer? 
You must complete the following three tasks for the start of the Autumn Term 
 

Task 1 – Geography in the news 
Research Question: 

‘To what extent is the process of globalisation responsible for the spread of the coronavirus’ 
 

Using the suggested websites from Part 1 and your own research of news reports, websites and 
articles recording the spread of coronavirus, prepare a 5 minute presentation to answer the 
research question. 
 

Suggested Power Point slide structure and additional links: 
1. What is globalisation?: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxpn2p3/revision/1 

Read the revision notes; watch the video; complete the test; and use these ideas to outline the 
concept [idea] of globalisation. 
 

2. What is coronavirus and how did it spread?: 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/04/30/pandemic-coronavirus-covid-19-virus-
world/ 

You can look at the newspaper article and links, together with the videos as a starting point to 
answering this question 
 

3. How might the coronavirus pandemic affect the process of globalisation now and in the 
future?: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/mar/08/the-coronavirus-
outbreak-shows-us-that-no-one-can-take-on-this-enemy-alone 

 
As a starting point here, use the link above to view an article from The Guardian. In addition, Danny 
Dorling, a renowned geographer from Oxford University has also put forward ideas about the impact 
of coronavirus on economies around the world. Have a look at the article below, where you can also 
listen to his recent podcast, which elaborates on some of the ideas from this article. 
 
Article: http://www.dannydorling.org/?p=7684 
Podcast: http://www.dannydorling.org/?page_id=2965 [Stepping Back to Focus on the Longer Term] 
 

4. Overall view: 
 – is the spread of coronavirus across the world a result of the flows of people and money? 
- Winners and losers: will the impact of the coronavirus narrow the gap between rich and 
poor countries? How might this pandemic affect the way companies work in the future? 
What impact might this pandemic have on the environment and the rate of climate change? 
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Task 2: Natural Hazards – What makes some people more vulnerable than others? 
You need to read the Geofile below and complete all of the focus questions and tasks found at the 
end of the document. You also need to highlight any word[s] that you don’t understand and try to 
start to make yourself a glossary. 
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Task 3: Changing Places – ‘Near’ and ‘Distant’ Places? 
With thanks to Danny Dorling [again], here are some activities to get you thinking like a geographer 
about your local area; as well as places and countries around the world. 
 
Core Task: Going Local 
You may well be stuck at home – you cannot go out and explore your neighbourhood; walk freely 
through the heart of lovely Leicester, or try to see what is really gluing the countryside together. 
When movement restrictions are lifted, please think of having a look at what is nearest to you. This 
is what you should have been doing anyway, rather than travelling away to some field-centre before 
looking outside your own door.  
 
Of course, you can explore your local area in many ways on the web. A good starting point is looking 
at the Index of Multiple Deprivation. This website has collated census data for England in to map 
form, so that you can zoom in to your local area to find out about what it is really like. 
 
Index of Multiple Deprivation website: 
http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html 
 
 
When you do click on that link above, the website has updated to include 2015 and 2019, so that 
you can look at how your area has changed over time. 
 
To find your local area, follow the instructions below: 
 

 
 
Click the pin symbol 
on the right-hand side 
to ‘select location’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Type in the post code 
for your home 
address and click or 
press enter. 
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You can then see the similarities 
and differences between 2015 
and 2019. 
 
This data is ranked with the 
value of 1 usually meaning the 
most deprived and represented 
by the darkest colour; therefore 
the lighter the colour the less 
deprived the area is. 
 
The legend will outline this to 
remind you. This can also be 
moved with your mouse so that 
you can view the whole map. 

 
 

 
 
Switch domains to view 
other indices such as 
employment and training 
to the quality of the 
environment, to gain an 
overall snapshot of 
change over time 
 
 
 
 
 

Once you have done this, think about the following questions: 
What are the maps really showing you?  
Why is what you see around you arranged as it is today? 
What has changed? 
What has stayed the same? 
Where do the people who do the most vital jobs tend to live – in which areas?  
What jobs are actually most vital – which jobs are key? 
 
Extension: ‘Distant Places’ 
Why not think globally? Begin by looking at the world geographically and asking questions – your 
own questions. Not A-level exam questions but sensible, interesting, important, real-world 
questions. 
 
You may not be able to fly anywhere – but you can fly through data. Life in Britain was last as 
disrupted as it is today during the Second World War – but even then, we looked forward with hope. 
Consider the five traditional key concerns of social scientists, which were labelled in the 1942 
Beveridge Report as being ‘Want, Squalor, Disease, Ignorance and Idleness’. 
Where can you travel on the Web today to learn about each of these? 
  
On Want: work your way through the World income and wealth databases – what can this tell you?:  
https://wid.world/ 
 
P.T.O. 
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On Squalor: what can you learn from three decades of reporting by the UNDP:  
http://hdr.undp.org/en/data 
 
On Disease: View the Human Mortality dataset (historical records for many countries) – what does 
this tell you?:  
https://www.mortality.org/ 
 
On Ignorance: what do we value most and how is that changing? UNESCO:  
http://data.uis.unesco.org/ 
 
On Idleness: suddenly the greatest fear locally, what happens globally? ILO:  
https://ilostat.ilo.org/ 
 
Gather your thoughts on the Core and Extension tasks, so that these can be discussed in September. 
  
 


