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Welcome Message 

The Extended Project qualification has been delivered at English Martyrs’ Catholic School for a number 

of years. The first exam entry was in January 2011 with 36 Projects. It has grown significantly over recent 

years with 92 Projects submitted in January 2020. Moreover, performance has been excellent with most 

recent results showing 75% A*-C in 2019 with a 98% pass rate and 71%A*-C in 2020 with a 100% pass 

rate. It has been a pleasure to teach this qualification at English Martyrs’ Catholic School since its 

introduction. Each year I have been amazed by the high quality of work and nothing has been more 

enjoyable than watching Year 13 students deliver a presentation of their work before final submission. I 

hope you enjoy your time studying this important qualification and developing many skills which will 

help with your transition to Higher Education or employment. 

Mr Lines (Head of Psychology and Co-ordinator of independent learning -Sixth Form) 
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What will I study? 

Do violent computer games contribute to anti-social behaviour? Is it ethical to genetically engineer babies for 

designer purposes? Will we find life in the solar system? How can sports fitness improve through football? Is Wi-Fi 

safe? Is music an effective way of motivating workers? 

If you are interested in the answers to these and similar questions, and you would rather do coursework than 

exams then the Extended Project is for you!  

It allows you to be in control of a really interesting and perhaps controversial topic that you are not covering in 

one of your other A Level subjects. The Project will give you independence and practical skills that will help you in 

the transition into Higher Education and the workplace.  

You can tell your teacher what you want to study and, if approved, you can select from: writing a Dissertation, 

which is the most popular at English Martyrs School, developing a Performance or conducting an Investigation.  

After selecting a title you will be assessed on:  

1. How well you manage your work 

2. How you select and use information and resources 

3. The skills you develop and on how effectively you can evaluate your own work. 

Importantly, the Project will be graded A* - E, and you can earn valuable UCAS points which you can use if the 

university stipulates the points total you need, rather than A level grades. Some universities may also revise 

their grade offer if you offer the Extended Project! 

What students have said 

“I’ve learnt how important time management is within my independent study” Hannah Boles 

“I now have extra UCAS points to put towards my total and I feel that it has given me an advantage over 

other candidates in my application for university” Devki Parmar 

 

 Read the specification in full at: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-project-

qualification/level-3.html . Here you will find links to UCAS points available together with what 

universities are saying about the qualification. 

Skills you will learn  

Research e.g. library 
catalogues, internet 

Analytical 

Time management Presentation 

Referencing E-learning 

Decision making Independence 

Problem Solving Enterprise 

Evaluation Communication 

Critical thinking Organisation 

 

EPQ explores many diverse questions 

such as: 

Is euthanasia ever justified? 

Should assisted suicide become legal in 

the United Kingdom? 

Should we have a Royal family? 

Obesity: Nature or Nurture? 

Is schizophrenia learnt or inherited? 

Are criminals born or are they made by 

society? 

Can scientific experimentation on animals 

ever be justified in today’s society? 
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What will I have to do? 

1. Attend two lessons a week. During the first half term you will attend lessons to develop essential skills 

e.g. in research. 
2. In the second lesson you will select a topic/area of interest for an in-depth study which must be agreed by 

your tutor assessor. 
3. Identify and draft a question or hypothesis together with a rationale for your choice. 

4. Produce a plan for how you will deliver your intended outcome whether that be a Dissertation, 

Investigation or Performance 

5. Conduct research e.g. libraries, internet (15-20 of a wide range of sources) 

6. Write up research following a write up guide. This will involve the following sections: 

a) Abstract 

b) Introduction 

c) Research Review 

d) Discussion 

e) Conclusion 

f) Evaluation 

7. Evaluate the outcome 

8. Share the outcome with others (present to your tutor assessor) 

How will I be assessed? 

Page 12 of the specification sets out the Assessment Objectives but in summary the 

project is marked out of 54 marks: 

Assessment Objective Marks Weighting (%) 

AO1 Manage 9 17 

AO2 Use of resources 12 22 
AO3 Develop and realise 24 44 

AO4 Review 9 17 

 

 

 

Careers using EPQ 

Essentially EPQ is great because you can use your learning experiences to support your personal aspirations for 

further education and/or career development. In most workplaces you will be required to work independently so the 

EPQ will allow you to prepare for the future. 

“We welcome the introduction of the Extended Project and would encourage you to undertake one as it will help 

you develop independent study and research skills and ease the transition from school/college to higher 

education.”  

University of Cambridge 
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How can I prepare to be the best EPQ student I can be? 

The transition from GCSE to A Level can be a big one but there are a number of things you can do to make the 

transition as easy as possible: 

1. Organisation – you will be assessed on your ability to organise yourself. Here are some top tips: 

a) Locate a good lever arch file and bring it to every lesson. 

b) Place notes given to you by your teacher in lesson order. 

2. Independent study – Just attending all your lessons will not be enough. You must commit to 5 hours 

independent study per week. This will involve homework completion, research etc. 

3. Attendance – This is compulsory! EPQ is not an opportunity to just catch up on other work. 

4. Take responsibility – If you miss a lesson it is your responsibility to catch up any missed work. 

5. Note-taking – Being able to make notes effectively is essential in any A Level subject.  

How can I make notes effectively? There are many techniques that can be used one of which is the Cornell 

Method: 

Write name, date and topic e.g Mr Lines , 30th March 2020 – Multi-store model of memory 

Review and identify key 

points in the left hand box 

Use large box to make notes. Leave a space between each idea. Use 

abbreviations where possible

 

 

Write a summary of the main ideas: According to Atkinson and Shiffrin 1968 human memory includes structures 

and processes. Environmental stimuli enters the sensory store (large capacity, limited duration, modality 

specific). Attention moves stimuli into STM (acoustic coding, limited capacity and duration). Rehearsal transfers 

information to LTM (unlimited duration, capacity, semantic coding). Information to be recalled passes back 

through STM. 

 

 

 

 

Atkinson and 

Shiffrin  

1968 

Memory is a series 

of structures e.g. 

sensory memory 

and processes e.g. 

attention, 

rehearsal and 

retrieval 

Structures 

Processes 

STM 

LTM 

Sensory Memory 

Capacity 

Duration 

Coding 

Each memory store is qualitatively different in 

terms of coding, duration and capacity. 

Supported by laboratory experiments  
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Course textbook   

There is no course textbook in EPQ.  You can find support books from publishers but these are not used during 

your course. You will be provided with comprehensive guides on how to research and write-up your Project 

Outcome in class. 

Research Activities – Task A  

Exploring areas of interest is a great idea before beginning your EPQ. But before you do this I would suggest 

that you consider what possible project outcome you may want to produce. Below is a summary of the 

different outcomes (Pearson, 2020)1: 

Dissertation 

This type of Project is a university-style dissertation on any topic which can be researched and argued about - for 

example, a controversial biological, historical, ethical, philosophical, psychological, economic or environmental 

issue. The dissertation uses secondary research sources to provide a reasoned defence of a point of view, with 

consideration of counter-arguments.  

Investigation 

This type of Project is a scientific investigative project involving the collection of data from primary research, which 

may happen within the context of a geographical or biological field study - for example, a study of erosion, a study 

of pollution or a statistical survey of attitudes concerning a social issue. The Investigation/ Field Study uses 

primary sources of data, such as questionnaires, observation or scientific experimentation, with a process of 

hypothesis creation and testing. 

Performance 

This type of Project involves the development of performance skills and techniques in a creative process leading up 

to a performance before a designated audience - for example, a performance of music, drama or sport. It can take 

the form of a response to a brief or performance commission.   

Dissertation is the most popular among students with 100% completing a Dissertation in the previous two years 

at English Martyrs’ School, but the other types of Project are also supported except for 

Artefact. 

Start thinking of a research question: 

 It is essential that you think of a question which is not work that has been or 

will be submitted for another qualification! 

 You can choose a question which expands a field of study e.g. current A Level 

or is related to personal interests. 

                                                           
1 Pearson, 2020. About The Level 3 Project Qualification. [online] Pearson Qualifications. Available at: 
<https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-project-qualification/level-3/about-level-3-project-
qualification.html> [Accessed 19 April 2020]. 

IV?

       DV?
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 The question you choose must allow you to reach all the Assessment Objectives which MUST be 

approved by your tutor assessor before any EXTENSIVE research OTHER THAN INITIAL PLANNING is 

carried out. 

 The best questions are those that fit the above criteria but enable you to put forward a point of view 

which then can be discussed with arguments for together with careful consideration of counterpoints. 

Therefore, questions with an element of controversy are the best. Those with an ethical, cultural, 

spiritual etc. theme work well and are recommended. Look at the list containing some of the questions 

explored by previous students are English Martyrs’ School. You should not copy them but use them to 

stimulate interest and develop your own wording and question. 

Past research questions: 

Is euthanasia ever justified? Should assisted suicide become legal in the United Kingdom? Should we 

have a Royal family? Obesity: Nature or Nurture? Is schizophrenia learnt or inherited? Are criminals 

born or are they made by society? An investigation into the scientific, religions, ethical implications of 

IVF. Can scientific experimentation on animals ever be justified in today’s society? Despite scientific 

and technological advances, is it ultimately impossible to eradicate all diseases? To what extent is the 

concept of sportsmanship damaged by drugs abuse in sport? Over the past century how has the 

western culture influenced the UAE? Autism: Nature vs Nurture, Serial killers – is it nature or nurture? 

Is 21st Century Britain truly a gender-equal society? Should stem cell research be done? Is the climate 

around us changing, if so what are the causes, effects of it and possible methods it minimise it? Is 

capital punishment ever acceptable? Is space exploration beneficial to mankind? To what extent are 

members of medical profession responsible for the patient suffering under their care? Do violent 

cartoons and violent animation make you more violent? To some extent the media could be described 

as biased however just how biased is it? Does playing violent video games make kids 18 and under 

violent? Has the current concept of authority been undermined in Modern Day Society? To what extent 

should professional athletes be considered as role models? How is the need for profit in an increasingly 

capitalist and globalised economy affecting the environment?  To what extent can the media be 

responsible for body image? ‘Is IVF ethical?’ Is animal cloning justifiable in modern day society? Do 

violent video games contribute to anti-social behaviour? Do video games make children more 

aggressive? Are addicts born or made? Should a patient with mental issues be allowed to sign a Do Not 

Resuscitation form? Cosmetic testing on animals-can it ever be justified? Did 9/11 provide moral 

justification for the war in Afghanistan? Was the moon landing in 1969 a hoax and was it used as a 

source of Cold war Propaganda? Is it morally acceptable that footballers get paid such high wage? In 

the world we live in today, are we better off without the use of modern technology? Does feminism 

have a relevant place in today’s world? Is the Media the main guilty culprit for the development of 

eating disorders in adolescent girls? Are Psychopaths a man-made monster? To what extent is football 

responsible for violence in today’s society? 
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Research Activities – Task B Planning your Research 

Initial Planning 

Before sitting down at a computer and typing in search terms you need to do some planning 
first! 

 

Select a topic that interests you. (Remember to ensure that the topic you choose meets criteria 
above) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reasons for choosing topic e.g. links to other subjects, future 

career plans, skills you want to develop: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you already know about the topic/task? Write down the main ideas as a list or 

mind map/spider diagram 
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What do I need to find out? Highlight the main concepts above that you want to find out more about. 

Think about your keywords and search terms and write them down below. You can use these to search 

library catalogues for books and articles, databases for information, the Internet for websites etc. The 

more keywords you have the better! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOPIC: 
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What potential problems are there with your question? 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you overcome these problems? 
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Research Activities – Task C  

Initial research – Conduct an internet search and provide a reference for at least 5 websites. 

It is very important that once you have decided upon a topic and or research question you conduct at 

the very least a basic internet search at least to see if there are any secondary sources in the area of 

interest you have selected. You can then use this initial research to justify your choice of topic and 

research question to your tutor assessor when you start the course. 

Tips: Subject gateways 

Subject Gateways are directories of websites that have been checked for relevance, currency and 

authority. They are maintained by universities and colleges. 

Type Pinakes into a search engine for a full list of all subject gateways. 

http://crl.du.ac.in/Subject%20Gateways%20for%20DU%20site.html 

 

Google Scholar is a useful source for books and journal articles http://scholar.google.co.uk/ 

Referencing your search results 

You will be taught how to reference research results during the course. You must avoid plagiarism and 

acknowledge where information is taken from. 

Online resources 

 

Author's surname, initials. (Year) Title. [online] Place of publication, Publisher. 

Available from: URL [accessed date] 

 

 

Optional - You can also search for books in your local library which are relevant to your 

question.  

Referencing Books 

 

1. Each author’s surname followed by the initials (in the same order as they 

appear on the title page). 

2. Year of publication in brackets.  

3. Title of the book in italics or underlined. 

4. Edition of the book if there has been more than one. 
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5. Volume number if there is more than one. 

6. Place of publication or town of origin; (this is not always essential - it depends on the publisher, e.g. 

Oxford University Press). 

7. Publisher’s name. This may be abbreviated, e.g. C.U.P., Manchester U.P., O.U.P. 

Example 

Rose, S & Bullock, S. (1991) The chemistry of life, 3rd ed, Harmondsworth, Penguin 

Action 

Try the following site to ensure that you understand the importance of referencing your work 

Cite this for me (http://www.citethisforme.com/) will help you create references for your quotations.  

STOP AND THINK! DO conduct basic searches for relevant information to present to 

your tutor assessor. DO NOT  a) Begin your Project before it has been approved  b) 

Conduct any primary research e.g. interviewing people, conducting surveys etc 
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